UAE firms wake up to IT security audit

An increasing number of UAE-based organisations conducted information security audits in 2009 due to the global
recession as IT networks became vulnerable putting confidential information at risk. Until last year, the focus for
companies was on engineering and process audits and not IT (information technology) security audits in the
country. "IT security audits have been low in priority but as government agencies and departments push for
achieving certifications, the scenario has changed in the past few months. The public sector has been proactive as
there has been a serious government initiative that all departments must be certified," said Ahmad Hassan, team
leader monitoring and response at aeCERT (UAE's Computer Emergence Response Team). "Awareness on security
threats is on a high in spite of limited budgets. Five years back awareness was low and it was considered as a
luxury. As systems worked fine, IT manager would often ask: Why do I need an audit? But now as company
information can be accessed online, there should not be any backdoor access available to details," said Mohamed
Rizvi Thajudeen, Manager-Information Security and Advisory services at eHostingDatafort.
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and complying with it,”
added Hassan.
Organisations such as
DNV(Det Norske Veritas)
and BSI (British Standards
Institution) certify organisa-
tions and conduct IT and in-
formation security audits for
companies in the region. The
most popular and accepted
is IS0 27001 certification for
information security.
“Awareness on informa-
tion security has grown over
the past four to five years.
Organisations not certified
by ISO 27001 are realising
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