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The ‘Cloud’
spreads

OBILITY AND Cloud
will be the buzz words
in 2013 for large en-
terprises in UAE and the re-
gion due to the high penetra-
tion of smart devices and
technelogies, say experts,
Cloud will gain relevance
as integral information and
data move to the new plat-
form. Trillions of dollars in IT
spending are moving from
data centers and software li-
censes to cloud services.
Soon, companies with
10,000 employees will not
have dedicated data centers.
2013 should be a time when
investments in cutting edge
technology will no longer fo-
cus on traditional PCs but on
araft of personalised d:\nccs
and appli d to

vices methodology is timely
and as a natural response to
the challenges imposed by the
financial crisis, The technolo-
gy allows significant reduction
of costs and optimum use of
resources. In this regard, the
UAE e-Government has
launched the cloud computing
services and we are working
togradually expand these ser-
vices to the federal govern-
ment departments.”

eHosting DataFort, Man-
aged IT service pnw‘bdcr, part
Oof TECOM Investments works
closely with Dubai e-Govern-
ment and other government
entities, “These services en-
able government entities to
realign their IT functions to
better serve government goals

providing strategic, financial

a cloud infrastructure.
Samer Abu Latif, Regional

General Manager, Microsoft

Gulf, said: “IT

and operational benefits. Ow-

ing to budget constraints,

businesses are now looking to
lidate and li

have increased in the region
with a major focus on cloud.
According to a recent report
ao6per cent of surveyed CEOs
and other senior executives in
charge of larger companies
t dtheir s

their ITinfrastructure to focus
on core business objectives.
More and more government
entities are moving away from
investing in upfront Capital
Expenditure (Capex) to an
o pamiEthi s

in 2012. The investments are
targeted to enterprise tech-
nologies including cloud com-
puting (32.3per cent), enter-
prise mobility (32per cent)

p
(Opex) model, allowing them
to ‘pay-as-you-go’ and reduce
overall risks associated with
their business operations,” ex-
plained Yasser Zeineldin,

and big data initiatives CEO ateHosting DataFort.
(39.3per cent). Cloud will gain popularity as

“The consensus across employeesofvariousorganisa-
business decision makers is  tionscan be mobile and access
technologyis startingtoplaya  cloud services from their smart
much larger role in business  devices. BYOD (build your own
and will nolonger be relegated  devices) is a trend which start-
tothe backend ofthebusiness.  edin2012but makz:ammpact
We are seeing businesses ook only next year. “Bringing your
at IT as a way of i hone into the

their agility and ability to de-
liver best-in-class services. IT
is evolving very quickly into a
source of innovation and busi-
ness amplification.”

Cloud has also helpcd or-

network is a change of usage
showcasing digitization in of-
fices. Businesses are encour-
aging this behaviour within
networksand therefore getting
more prevalent. This means

ganisations in-
vestments utilising cloud
technologies.

“With global takeovers and
acquisitions, it becomes easier
tointegrate internal employee
applications and avoid dispa-
rate investments. Atleast
43percent CIOs are currently
investing in cloud technolo-
gies in the Middle East and
92per cent are scoping virtu-
alization projects this year,”
said Paul-Francois Cattier,
Global Vice President-Data-
centers, IT Business at Sch-
neider Electric.

‘This trend will be reflected
inboth private and public sec-
tor. At a forum organised by
eHosting DataFort in partner-
ship with Emirates e-Govern-
ment titled, ‘Managed IT ser-
vices for the Government’, in
his opening address,-His Ex-
cellency Salem Khamis Al-
Shair Al Suwaidi, Deputy Gen-
eral Director for Information
and eGovernment, said:
“Over the last twoyears, cloud
services have captured the in-
terest of the information tech-
nology world. We believe that
integration of the cloud ser-
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that. ions have to pre-
pare their networks and invest
accordingly,” added Cattier,

‘Live to Work’, will drive
regional professionals to em-
brace mobile and cloud tech-
nologies in 2013. Employees
in UAE will embrace the
bring-your-own-device phe-
nomenon increasing personal
productivity compared to
mature markets, according to
business technology consult-
ing firm Ovum.

As part of the study con-
ducted into employee BYOD
behaviour and attitudes, it
was revealed that across 17
markets, 57.1per cent of full-
time employees engage in
some form of BYOD. Seven-
ty-five percent of respondents
in the emerging, “high-
growth” markets (including
Brazil, Russia, India, UAE,
and Malaysia) demonstrate a
much higher propensity to
use their own devicesat work,
compared to 44per cent in
more mature markets.

Zeineldin added, “The
modern-day IT executive
has become an integral part
of business. Systems are now
vital to revenue generation,
and the ever-increasing de-
mands for online and near-
instantaneous access have
stretched budgets and staff.
Maintaining a competitive
enterprise is becoming more
difficult every day. One of
the key ways to increase per-
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is to focus on your
organisation’s core value ac-
tivities that produce the most
value for an organisation. An
IT department’s time should
be dedicated to the activities
that provide the most value
and allow resources to be fo-
cused only on those key ar-
eas.”




