
eHosting DataFort 
(eHDF) has imple-
mented what it 
claims to be the 
first private cloud 
in the UaE for 
Emcor Facilities 
Services (EFS). 

EFS invested in 
high-end computing 
hardware and secu-
rity, including servers 
and firewalls, while 
the data centre 
infrastructure, core 
switching, perimeter 

security, load balanc-
ers and storage 
area networks were 
leased from eHDF.

“We were look-
ing to migrate to 
a model where 
investment was 
required only in 
core infrastructure, 
while the rest was 
shifted to a lease 
model,” said Ter-
ence Sathyanaray-
an, Head of group 
Technology, EFS.

nFC mobile 
payments to rocket

EFS implements UAE’s 
‘first private cloud’

Concerns over data security is the 
top factor delaying the widespread 
adoption of cloud-based services, 
according to a new survey of IT 
professionals conducted by GBM.

According to the survey, which 
coincides with the launch of GBM’s 
Intelligent Network Solutions (INS) 
division, concerns over service 
reliability and availability, as well as the 
cost of cloud-based solutions, are often 
cited reasons for the slow adoption of 
outsourced enterprise cloud services. 

While two-thirds (62 percent) of the 
regional IT professionals polled stated 
that data security was a concern and 
40.5 percent identified cost as a barrier, 
43 percent cited service reliability 
concerns. In comparison, a lack of 
support from non-IT decision makers 
was mentioned by less than a quarter 
(22 percent) of the respondents.   

“These findings should come as 
a serious concern for the industry 
since perceptions, as opposed to 
facts, appear to play a significant role 
in decisions to defer the adoption 
of cloud services in an enterprise 
environment,” said Hani Nofal, 
Director of Intelligent Network 
Solutions (INS), GBM.

The total value spend of Near 
Field Cummunication (NFC) 
mobile payments will rise 
from $4 billion in 2012 to 
$191 billion in 2017, breaking 
the $100 billion mark in 2016, 
according to ABI Research. 

Despite Apple rejecting 
NFC for its latest smartphone, 
the iPhone 5, or its mobile 
operating system, iOS 6, ABI 
has forecast a huge rise in 
such payments.

Mobile payments, 
and more importantly 
the convergence between 
payment types (proximity, 
P2P and online), stored 
on a single NFC handset 
will be the initial 
trigger, driving market 
convergence across a host 
of other markets, including 
ticketing, retail, loyalty, 
and access control, the 
forecast said.

Cloud
The International Or-

ganization for Standardization 
(ISO) has ratified the Cloud Data 
Management Interface (CDMI), 
a set of protocols defining how 

companies can safely move 
data between private and 

public clouds.

SAUDI LEApS Up 
SpAm LIST
Saudi arabia is the number one 
spam-relaying country in the Middle 
East and number four in the world, 
according to a third quarter report 
by security firm Sophos. 

Since the previous quarter, India has 
grown its global lead at the top of the 
hall of shame, and now relays 16.1% of 
all spam captured in SophosLabs’s global 
network of spam traps.

Saudi was the top new entry 
in the third quarter, relaying a 
significant 5.1% of spam for the 
period.  This is likely caused by 
the Festi botnet which successfully 
infected many computers there in 
august and then used the computers 
to swamp the rest of the world with 
large quantities of spam. 

HaLF oF IT ManagErS 
CHooSE MICroSoFT oS
almost half of IT managers 
plan to standardise their 
company’s mobile platform 
on devices running Micro-
soft operating systems, 
according to a study by 
ThinkEquity. 48 percent 
said they would choose 
Microsoft, up from 44 
percent three months be-
fore. google’s android oS 
dropped to 8 percent from 
11 percent, while apple’s 
ioS grew from 10 percent 
to 14 percent.

Data security 
is top concern 
delaying cloud 
adoption

Salesforce.com 
CEO Marc Benioff 
predicted that 
competition sparked 
by the release of 
Windows 8 will 
mark the end of the 
Microsoft operating 
system.
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